in His Highness the Aga Khan's Palace of Mr. Vallabhbhai Patel
and his daughter cannot be acceded to and that it is not at
present the intention to supply you with newspapers.

Your obedient servant,

J. M. Sladen

Secretary to the Government, of Bombay,
Home Department
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Rules about the writing and receiving of letters by security
prisoners.

Communicated by the Superintendent on 26-8-'42 (9-30 p.m.).

Security prisoners permitted to send and receive letters
from members of their families only.

The contents of letters to be limited strictly to personal
and domestic matters.

The letters should contain nothing that is likely to disclose
where they are being detained and that when writing to their
families they should ask the letters sent to them should be
addressed "C/o the Secretary to the Government of Bombay
(H.D.)".

It has been decided to permit Mr. M. K. Gandhi to select
such newspapers as he would like to see, including past issues
since his arrest, up to the reasonable maximum. A list of news-
papers should be obtained from him and forwarded to Govern-
ment immediately.

The Secretary to the Bombay Government (H.D.)
Dear Sir,
With reference to the Government orders about the writing
of letters by the security prisoners, it seems that the Govern-
ment do not know that for over thirty-five years, I have ceased
:to live family life and have been living, what has been called,
Ashram life in association with persons who have more or less
shared my views. Of these Mahadev Desai, whom I have just
lost, was an associate beyond compare. His wife and only son
have lived with me for years sharing the Ashram life. If I
cannot write to the widow and her son or the other members
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